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Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Selectmen 
 

 

Date:  Monday, August 13, 2012 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Place:  McCourt Social Hall, Memorial Town Hall, Spencer, MA 

Present: Chairman Pepe, Vice Chair Woodbury, Clerk Stevens, Members Berthiaume & 

Fritze, and Town Administrator Gaudette 

 

At 6:04 p.m. Chairman Pepe called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Approval of Minutes:   

A motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Business Meeting of July 9, 2012 

(Woodbury/Berthiaume) passed 5/0. 

 

Citizen Input: none 

 

Communications:   

a) Mr. Gaudette introduced new employee Brenda Savoie, Assistant to the Town 

Administrator and Board of Selectmen. The Board welcomed her.   

 

b) Mr. Gaudette introduced new employee Randy Berg, Police Officer. Chief Darrin 

informed the Board that Officer Berg has over 25 years of experience and has his 

Masters Degree and Doctorate. The Board welcomed him.   

 

c) Chairman Pepe stated that the Town lost two very dedicated people in the past two 

weeks; Richard Green and Sally Kennedy.  The Board invited members of both 

families to the meeting to receive a special certificate of recognition.     

 

d) Chairman Pepe presented Joelyne Durgin, daughter of Richard H. Green with a 

Certificate of Recognition for his many years of dedicated service to the Town. Mr. 

Green served the Town since 1968 in various capacities including the Historical 

Commission, Conservation Commission, Spencer Fire Department, and Mass 

Audubon.   

 

e) Chairman Pepe presented Joseph Kennedy, son of Sally M. Kennedy with a 

Certificate of Recognition for her many years of dedicated service to the Town. Mr. 

Gaudette noted that Mrs. Kennedy was a very important part of the Town Hall and 

worked full time in the Treasurer/Collectors Office. She will be greatly missed by 

everyone in Town Hall.  

 

New Business:  

a) Action Item:  Deirdre Kennedy, D & S Diner, requesting a Common Victualler 

License for a concession trailer to be located at Denis’ Auto on Route 9 in Spencer. 
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Ms. Kennedy plans to open on August 24
th

 and will open on Friday nights to start off 

and may expand the hours, depending upon demand.  

A motion to grant a Common Victualler License was approved.
 
(Fritze/ Berthiaume) passed 

5/0.  

b) Action Item:  Appoint Registrar of Voters Elizabeth McPhearson. 

A motion to appoint Elizabeth McPhearson as Registrar of Voters was approved. 
(
Woodbury/Fritz) passed 5/0.  

 

c) Action Item:  Appoint James Cervi as Constable to fill resignation of James Lapierre. 

A motion to appoint James Cervi as Constable was approved. (Berthiaume/Woodbury) passed 

5/0.  

d) Action Item:  Policy Introduction: Economic Development Committee Charge. Mr. 

Gaudette informed the Board that he is working on a draft and will and bring a copy 

to the next business meeting and workshop for discussion.  

 

e) Action Item:  MA DCR request to announce the Commonwealth’s interest in 

acquiring 240+/- acres of land or property interest in Spencer, to be combined with 

Spencer State Forest. 

 

And 

 

f) Action Item:  Waive the 120-day notice period and approve the acquisition by MA 

DCR of 240+ acres of land or property interest in Spencer, to be combined with 

Spencer State Forest. 

Mr. Gaudette reported that the Board received notice in conjunction with Audubon 

that the State is looking to acquire land between Spencer State Forest and the Sibley 

property. The State will purchase the land and turn over to DCR for open space.  In 

accordance with the provisions of 301 CMR, DCR is requesting the Town make a 

formal announcement, and after the announcement, waive the 120-day notice period 

to approve the acquisition of the property and reduce it to a 60-day notice period. 

Mr. Stevens questioned whether there should be a public hearing to allow for the 

opportunity to comment. Mr. Gaudette noted that the public may contact DCR 

representative Jennifer Howard at their North Hampton office with their comments. 

Contact information will be available at the Town Hall. Mr. Stevens is not in favor of 

reducing the 120 day period and is concerned about setting aside a large amount of 

private land for public ownership. Mr. Berthiaume noted this is a private citizen 

selling their land to the State, therefore is a private transaction. Mr. Gaudette noted 

that the Town went through the Open Space Plan and protecting open space in order 

to retain the rural character of the Town was the top priority of survey respondents.  

A motion to waive the 120-day period for the acquisition of land to a 60-day notice period was 

approved. (Berthiaume/Woodbury) passed 4/1.  

 

 

 

Old Business: 
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a) Discussion:  Ken Wheeler/Bob Zukowski, Bay Path Project Update – Mr. 

Gaudette informed the Board the tentative date for voting on the project is 

October 4, 2012. The Bay Path School Committee will be meeting to re-vote on 

the amount of hours the Town is allowed to open for voting in order to comply 

with State statute.  

 

b) Discussion:  Annie Wuelfing, MHPI  Road Race Update – MHPI is sponsoring 

the 2nd Annual Prouty Road Race on September 15 at 9 am, to benefit seniors 

living in Spencer. A registration form will be available on the Town website.   

 

c) Discussion: Cable Franchise Agreement with Charter Communications – Mr. 

Gaudette advised the Board that Spencer Cable Access (SCA) is in ongoing 

discussions with Charter Communications. There is a proposal for a one time 

capital payment from Charter in the amount of $135,000, plus 2.7% of the annual 

revenue to support the station.  SCA is a 501(C))(3) organization. Subscribers will 

pay a flat fee of $0.65 for the capital payment, plus 2.7% of their monthly bill for 

the operating budget. Mr. Woodbury noted this structure has less impact on basic 

cable subscribers. After some discussion, the Board directed Mr. Gaudette to 

continue to move forward with the process.  

 

Town Administrator’s Report:  

a) Bid Update:  No new bids. 

 

Board Liaison Reports:   

a) Mr. Berthiaume stated that the School Building Committee met to review various 

options, including building a new school or renovating the existing building. The 

Committee voted 14-1 in support of building a new school. Mr. Berthiaume was 

the long Committee member that voted to renovate.  

 

b) Mr. Stevens noted that the Historical Commission will present a reading and 

presentation of letters written by local families during the Civil War to emphasize 

the 150
th

 Anniversary of the Civil War. 

 

Citizen Input:   

a) Carl Kwiatkowski, 113 Meadow Rd asked about the paving on Smithville Rd. Mr. 

Fritze explained there is only a base coat; the final top coat will go on in the 

spring.  Mr. Kwiatkowski said he is concerned about an increase in property tax if 

a new school is built. He will attend a School Committee meeting.  

 

b) Mike Toomey asked to speak about the importance of open space and economic 

development. . Mr. Toomey reported that Spencer will be in the Central Valley 

District. He recommends a cohesive approach to Town-owned land assets for 

open space; communities with better trails have more tourism and are healthier.  
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Board Member and Staff Comments:  

a) Chairman Pepe and Mr. Gaudette attended a meeting with a Charlton Police 

Department representative to gain information relative to creating a sex offender 

bylaw.  Further discussion will take place at the workshop on August 20
th

.  

 

At 7:33 pm a motion to meet in Executive Session (Berthiaume / Fritze) in accordance with 

MGL Chapter 30A § 21 ¶ 1 for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical 

condition, or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to 

discuss the discipline or dismissal or, or complaints or charges against a public officer, 

employee, staff member or individual; and ¶ 2, for the purposes of discussing strategy with 

respect contract negotiations with non-union personnel;  passed with a roll call vote: 

Berthiaume-yes, Woodbury-yes, Fritze-yes, Stevens-yes, Pepe-yes.   
  

Chairman Pepe advised that the board will now enter into executive session not to reconvene in 

open session, accept to adjourn.    

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brenda Savoie 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ Chairman 

 

_________________________________  Vice Chairman 

 

_________________________________  Clerk 

 

_________________________________  Member 

 

_________________________________  Member 

 

_________________________________  Date 


